Supporting Authorities Group Meeting
MINUTES - 2pm 07/06/2023 Finished 3:15pm
Session recorded and transcript available
Chairs: WSCC/ESCC

First meeting under Reg 4
The Environment (Local Nature Recovery Strategies) (Procedure) Regulations 2023 (legislation.gov.uk)  Statutory guidance (linked here)  

Attending
 (WSCC/ W.Sx RA); (ESCC/ E.Sx RA); (SDNPA); (EBC); (LDC); (Mid Sussex); (WDC); (HBC); (RDC); (WSCC); (BHCC/ E.Sx RA); (SDNPA); (A&W); (CDC); (NE); (A&W); (NE); (CBC); (CDC); (HDC)

Meeting Objectives 
· To introduce the Supporting Authority role.
· To hear and record what questions, concerns and opportunities 
· To run through the Regulations 
· Give a quick update on preliminary work to date
· Discuss Terms of Reference

Summary Actions
1. Send out links to resources and recordings created thus far.  
PAS/LGA LNRS and the role of Supporting Authorities
https://www.local.gov.uk/pas/topics/environment/nature-recovery-local-authorities/pas-nature-recovery-events/lnrs-and-role
LNP temporary LNRS ‘landing page’
http://sussexlnp.org.uk/local-nature-recovery-strategies-for-sussex/
2. Review overarching Project Initiation Document in the light of the new regulations and produce ToR for this Group to be drafted and shared for comment prior to the next SAG meeting 
3. Reduce meetings to 90minutes (to be kept under review) 
4. Develop standardised slide packs and other information to ensure consistency of message
5. Examine how new LA members can be brought up to speed with LNRS
6. Set up a Teams chat/area for this group to allow discussion and sharing of resources
7. Provide internal RA governance structure once agreed. 
8. Provide the overall governance structure for the LNRS as a whole and as it operates with the two collaborating RAs

Minutes
Background to and described the regulations as they relate specifically to SAs [refer to Paper 01], provided an update on LNRS progress to date and posed some initial discussion questions.

Statutory deadlines preclude normal internal LA governance therefore delegated authority is to be secured in advance.  A point of clarification sought: A SA is not legally obliged to respond at all to the RA within the 28 days.  It was noted that many LAs have new elected members who will be engaging with formal training and this may slow down messaging.

Group Terms of Reference are required. ACTION. 

Timeframes clarification. There are no legal ramifications in the even a RA doesn't publish prior to the ‘strong steer’ deadline. 
· RAs will seek to identify key points where emerging outputs can be shared, ensure proper engagement of members (inc. webinars), can come to support SA in their discussions with members and senior officers and will keep members of SAG informed of progress and developments every month.
· SAG to let RAs know if they need assistance with internal comms when seeking delegated authority for approval of consultation draft and pre-publication of LNRS.

Events for elected members are likely to in the evenings and most likely as recorded webinars & slide packs.  Request for standardised slide packs / information – for consistency.

LNRS guidance, on the links between the LNRS and local plans?
· Limited info has been provided from DLUCH. Defra still working with them.  Timelines unknown.  As soon as anything is published or new on publication date this group will be informed immediately.
SAG members are expected to engage with their own elected members. Having a consistent message is important. RAs to provide information of governance structure. ACTION.

Request to define the term local as it pertains to LNRS.  The RAs are in discussion on how to build an LNRS from the district level up and how doable that is within the specified timeframe.

Can we establish a SAG Teams group and put information/work in progress on there? Would save emails. ACTION: 

There is a need to consider Local Plan review timetables. Local Plan Reviews are underway and will run parallel to LNRS. The SDNP Partnership Management Plan is due for review by 2025 as well!

Add links to PAS & NE resources ACTION: add links to meeting notes.

ACTION: Need to review Board ToR. Group ToRs will flow from those. May need to review SAG rep on working group and how that feeds into this group. 

Frequency of meetings: Monthly and 1.5 hours max 

May also get queries on the LNRS directly from residents (volunteer groups etc). Info on the process and how local groups can be involved / some expectation management that can be shared with the public may also be helpful.
· Landing page on SxNP website.
· Will soft launch include press release? May be helpful to include quotes from SAs, partners etc. 

DONM: 2pm - 5th July 2023
