Sussex LNRS Working Group
Meeting Notes
Monday 15 July 2024, 11:00 to 13:00
	Present
	Apologies

	Kate Cole (KC), ESCC
	Lucy Charman (LC), CLA

	Don Baker (DB), WSCC
	Jessica Vagg (JV), CHC

	Julie Middleton (JM), SxNP
	Richard Austin (RA), CHC

	Clara Lehmann (CL), ESCC
	Peter Taylor (PT), EA

	Claire Kerr (CK), SDNPA
	Jennifer Hollingum (JH), MSDC

	Laura Brook (LB), SWT
	Libby Drew (LD), Knepp

	Sarah Brotherton (SB), High Weald NL
	

	Lyndsey Neale (LN), NE
	

	Elizabeth Brigden (EB), CBC
	

	Holly Harrison (HH), RDC
	

	Suzie Robson (SR), CJH Farm Advice/SE FWAG
	

	Diana Alcroft (DA), WayForward
	

	Rebecca Fry (RF), HDC
	

	Coral Brigden (CB), WSCC
	

	Kim Dawson (KD), BHCC
	

	Grace Olsson (GO), NE
	

	William Maiden (WM), FC
	

	Tilly, CLM
	


Meeting recording available here.
1. Welcome, Introductions and Apologies
KC welcomed everyone to the meeting. KC to Chair.

2. Minutes and matters arising
Minutes accepted and no matters arising.  All actions from last meeting are completed/ongoing.

3. General Update
Defra:- no update.
Budget:-
a. The next POs for the 2024/25 Burdens monies have been released.
b. Currently available budget remains sufficient to deliver project plan.
c. The latest commission being processed is a contract with SxBRC for the mapping work required to support the description piece and later steps.
Project:-
a. Overall progress is good – remain on track to deliver a pre-consultation draft to the SAG by year end but likely to delay until after Christmas due to the holidays. Caveats remain.
b. LNRS STEP 1&3: MAP APIB, DESCRIPTION & OPPORTUNITIES
i. APIB is complete (ish). Taken offline due to licensing issues with the tree data but will be back online soon.
ii. Description & Opportunities chapter: development continues and aiming for a completion in the next few weeks and submission to the TRP.
iii. Trends and pressures piece being reviewed and updated.
c. LNRS STEP 4 PRIORITIES & MEASURES
i. The plans and strategies piece is completed: alongside the engagement activities, this has given a long list of priorities. Using the criteria, have had a go at short listing these priorities.
ii. Engagement/publicity
1. Public survey is now closed. 1830 responses in total. Summary document has been circulated.
2. Launched a prize draw for young people to show what nature means. Responses are on the website.
3. Continuing onsite workshops with farmers and land managers through early July and September.
4. Sussex Bay hosted a launch event on 13th June which was a good opportunity to form new contacts.
5. Interim components of the LNRS have been posted on the website.
6. There will be a public consultation on the LNRS in early 2025.
iii. Project Mapping tool:
1. Aim: Collate projects underway for nature recovery
2. Status: Launched and being used 3. https://sussexnaturerecovery.org.uk/add-your-actions-for-nature-to-our-map
3. Future proofing: The tool will facilitate on-going monitoring of the LNRSs.
iv. Species: on agenda.
Next steps:-
1. Completing the description chapter.
2. Continuing to progress LNRS Step 4 priorities and measures by
a. Continuing with engagement of landowners, the public, youth, developers & businesses sectors.
b. Short listing existing priorities.
c. Short listing species lists.
d. Measures and mapping.

4. Update on Stakeholder Engagement (Di Alcroft, WayForward)


Other meeting updates:
1) Savills:- representing land owners. Positive meeting. 10/15 people, with strong forestry representation.
2) Wakehurst:- interested in applying their scientific knowledge to understanding the natural capital benefits on their estate. Wakehurst estate is a microcosm of habitats within Sussex. Keen to connect science to policy, such as LNRS, and health and wellbeing.
3) Cuckmere and Pevensey Levels Catchment Partnership:- connecting with people on the ground.

Discussion
Need to keep in mind that LNRS should start from a place where people are doing a lot already. For example, understanding farmers’ work for nature recovery. However, it is hard to collate all of that information. Therefore, will need to think beyond the LNRS and understand how to connect and maintain relationships, such as with the farming community.
Following on from elections, the attitude from Defra has changed. They would like to be more transparent and work more collaboratively.

5. Priorities (JM)
Discussion
Regarding water neutrality, it will be flagged in the pressures piece. The LNRS can’t tackle the pressure of water abstraction. All it can propose is where habitat creation/restoration of natural functions can occur. It won’t be possible to capture everything in the priorities and measures so will need to figure out how to weave in the other issues into the narrative.
May need to think about extracting/separating the use of protecting, restoring and resilience since different audiences will be focusing on different elements.
There is a piece of work to do in clarifying the perception that if something is designated, it is safe. This will be picked up in the description chapter. The LNRS can talk about condition in the context of LWSs. The LNRS can also influence other protected sites such as SSSIs from beyond the boundaries. 
Key point to keep in mind is the use of terminology. In particular, the term protect is filled with connotations, so it is best to steer clear of its use. Suggestions to replace protect include: mitigate; avoidance of loss. The latter is used in planning. The NE deputy director is fairly happy with the use of ‘avoidance of loss’, as long as the term is used appropriately – for example, what would the associated measure be? Avoidance of loss heads towards the idea of site protection so need to be careful. Furthermore, need to be careful as to how protection is applied. For example, scrub and rotational farming undergoes a natural cycle of loss and regeneration. This may be a useful topic of discussion in regional LNRS meetings to ensure consistency of wording.
LNRS fundamentally not about protection but restoration/improvement. Furthermore, the LNRS won’t be able to address everything. The gap around guidance with planning is problematic since the way forward to address the above issue is unclear at the moment.
Example broad statement: the LNRS was produced with the assumption that site protection is covered by other mechanisms.

6. Update on species work (KC)
Full long list has been collated by Bob Foreman, with approximately 1200 species per LNRS area. Through the collation process, there are now fewer gaps than before.
County recorders and CBR have been contacted with the following queries:
· Are they happy to get involved?
· Can they help to fill in any gaps?
· Can they help with shortlisting?
· Could they have a think about getting species into assemblages?
Hoping to have short list of species completed by September but currently it is the busy survey period so it depends on available time.

7. Next steps (Chair)
List of actions:
1) ALL to feedback on slides and audited spreadsheet from priorities piece.
2) LN/GO to explore the use of ‘avoidance of loss’ in place of ‘protection’.
3) LN/GO to do some benchmarking on priorities for nature-based solutions.
4) KC/JM/DB to finish a first iterative version of the description piece within the next few weeks.
5) KC/JM/DB to set a date with the Technical Review Panel.
6) DA to set up dates for farmer engagement activities.

8. AOB
There is an issue arising at The Mens regarding ammonia. Atmospheric pollution is the main problem. NE have flagged that one way of helping to solve this issue is the recovery of slurry pits.
Catch up with an academic at University of Sussex who is in the Law, Policy and Sociology department. She would like to understand more about LNRSs and may have access to research funding to help understand how it could be monitored in the future. Would like to attend SAG and WG meetings going forward.
DONM 16th September 2024, 11:00-13:00.
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Where are we in the process?
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Mapping Areas of Importance for Biodiversity

Description: Collating pressures, threat,
challenges, opportunities

Gathering a longlist of priorities

Shortlisting the priorities

Identify potential measures

Mapping Areas that Could become of
Importance for Biodiversity

Public Consultation

Publication!

v" Published

v’ Published Pressures & Trends report

In progress. Aim to finish by July

Initial draft to be completed by end July

Autumn

Autumn/Winter

Early 2025

Summer 2025
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Where are we in the process?

We are here

Ve

Mapping Areas of Importance for Biodiversity

~

Description: collating pressures, threat,
challenges, opportunities

Gathering a longlist of priorities

Shortlisting the priorities

Identify potential measures

Mapping Areas that Could become of
Importance for Biodiversity

Public Consultation

Publication!

v’ Published (but now being reviewed)

v’ Published Pressures & Trends report
v" Long list gathered
* Initial draft to be completed by end July

e Autumn

* Autumn/Winter

e Early 2025

e Summer 2025
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| capital benefits

4 enhance resience of nature
and / or people

5) Delivery can be led by land-
owners

6) Delivery can be led by com-
munity groups

7) Delivery provides engage-
ment & involvement for public

8) Funding sources available
(now o likely in future)

9) Enabling resources available
(now o likely in future)





Informing shortlisting: Wider public priorities
Combining qual & quant data from 1,834 survey responses

WS Qual: Woodland (inc Ancient)

Biodiversity

An incredibly abundant home of wildlife

They’re home to so many animals including deer
lovely in spring to see bluebells

Bluebells, primroses, wood anemones, violets -
magic!

Love to see beeches, oaks, hornbeams

The variety of plants under the tree canopy.
Fungi, bluebells, orchids

These are especially wildlife-rich habitat

TREES, BIRDS & SMALL MAMMALS

Rare and precious for wildlife

What they’ve noticed

Pressures

More stress on woodland area, drought and
flooding, higher temperatures

Edge habitat threatened by environmental crises
and loss of hardwoods from tree diseases

Deer in herds of 100 destroying the woodland.
Many many more cars. More litter, etc. So even if
woodland survives it is degraded by noise, light,
litter and pollution.

Decrease in woodland due to impact of

management of tree diseases and pests as well as

due to storm damage, vandalism and fires;
Woodland used by many more people and dog
walking. the increased use often negative effect.
Invasive sedge is spreading rapidly in woodlands.
This tall plant blocks out light for more delicate
species, such as bluebells. Please tackle urgently.

Connection to place/heritage

Woodland around the downs and coast. They are
part of the history of Sussex

Lots of nature and history

It's part of what Sussex is famous for

Feels very solid, essential and necessary
Something very humbling about being in the
presence of old, giant Woodland spirits.

That the flora in these special places have been
there long before us.

Uninterrupted heritage timeline

Puts me in touch with our heritage

Loss of habitat

Woodland cut down and not replanted, as was
stated it would be within 2 years.

Acres of woodland and green fields being
destroyed to make way for housing resulting in a
loss of valuable habitats

Housing eating up green spaces and woodland
(Angmering specifically)

Thinning out of local woods to create parkland.
House building east of Chichester has reduced
critical woodland corridors and threatens more.
There is constant “nibbling away” at woodland
edges

Where they remain in Sussex - but too many have
gone or been diminished

Taken 100/1000 years to create can't be
replicated

Ranked 1%t Favourite habitat: 24%
Ranked 2" Want to see it recovered: 17%

Health & wellbeing benefits

Fills me with joy

A chance to retreat from the noise and bustle, to
marvel at the biodiversity, soak up smells & sights
Being amongst trees is so uplifting and calming
wonderful places to walk in solitude

Necessary for everyone’s health and wellbeing
Sense of peace, security, light and sounds of birds
I love the smell and the quiet solitude of an
ancient woodland. It brings me peace.

| could not be happy without trees and the
amazing habitats they create for plants, flowers,
insects, birds, mammals, fungi - for everything!
Peaceful places to watch wildlife

Poor condition

Biodiversity in woodland decreased due to lack of
active management

Less woodland, and that which remains poorly
managed.

Many coppice woodlands falling into decay.
Increases in the failures of new tree planting due
to warmer summers and poor management.
Woodlands neglected, un-controlled spread of
non-native plants such as Himalayan balsam

Too many deer graze the Ashdown Forest
destroying the plant diversity

. . Ranked 1%t Favourite habitat: 24%
WS Qual: Woodland (lnC AnClent) cont. Ranked 2" Want to see it recovered: 17%

What they want to see

Ecosystem services

Protected Bigger Better More joined up
Vital to combat climate change
Rich in nature - plants, insects, wildlife. A space * Please stop developers from taking the easy * Need to invest in future ancient woodland + Diversity of trees in woodland * More joined up thinking on planning issues to
with clean air. Enabling quietness, peacefulness, option and obliterating Sussex' green fields and + More woodlands, shade, footpaths + Better managed public access and environment ensure habitat corridors ancient woodlands
wellness, benefitting mental and physical space woodland. * More deciduous woodland might possibly allow for iconic breeding birds to streams rives and grasslands are connected to
important for species, and proving shade and * Woodland - Many of the good bluebell woods are * Woodland such that coherent areas of habitat are return. [St Leonard's Forest] allow natural movement of wildlife
recreational areas, and drainage at risk. recreated + More creatures indigenous to woodland . - g!

Excellent for carbon capture, wildlife, shade

Also essential for biodiversity and for carbon
sequestration

| value trees for the function they perform, for us
and other creatures but also for their beauty.

the canopy absorbs road and aircraft noise so all
you can hear are birds.

More Birch woodland habitat - not sure what the
is for Lesser Spotted Woodpecker.
en one for over 20 yea|

Protected woodland areas

These are fundamental to the survival of so many
species and we are cutting them down like they
didn't take hundreds of years to grow. Stop
cutting trees down!!!

Loss or impact to species

Fewer woodland birds.

Have notice a decrease in thrushes and owls in_
parti ue to loss of tall trees through disease
of ignorance.

Burley’s Wood has lost it’s ancient bluebell area
over the last 30 years to untimely mowing and
proximity to Spanish bluebells

We have more deer in the surrounding
countryside due to woodlands being built on and a
lack of culling.

Positive changes seen

Good woodland management with wood being left in piles for habitats

In the woods timber is being left to rot.

Some areas being better managed, with increased attention to wildlife, and this has worked. In particular in,
some woodlands and heathlands locally.

Local y groups beginning to Ppi
general health of the wood.

Positive: the creation of Worms Wood and the positive impact to our community.

over stood ancient woodland, which can be great for the

The building on green spaces and woodland * Some are better with regular which encourages bluebells.
upsets me as we are depriving so many animals * Inmyown I have habitats and been rewarded with increased diversity of
of their natural homes species

We've noticed increased woodland management in West Dean. Brush and tree clearance accompanied by
new planting has opened up lots of spaces. We've seen increased small mammals and rodents in these
areas - including an opossum

Over protection of badger is creating an
imbalance of woodland species.

* Lossoftrees due t

[ Westsusse_Eastsussex _righton & Hove

Knowing positive action for nature is taking place

Cleaner air or water

Seeing more wildlife

A reduction in the impact of flooding/storms

More nature near to where | live

Opportunity to access nature for my mental or physical health

More carbon captured/stored

More shade/urban cooling

Economic benefits (such as tourism, or from farming, fishing, forestry etc.)

Other

82% 83%
80% 81%
68% 66%
57% 56%
56% 60%
54% 56%
36% 37%
23% 27%
16% 19%

www.SussexNatureRecovery.org.uk

Quant: the wider benefits of nature's recovery respondents want to
see/experience locally.

WS Quant: % of habitat types mention

Habitats West Sussex respondents think are particularly at risk or
would like to see recovered

Corridors, 1%

Most loved/valued habitats of responents in West Sussex

Urban (inclucing verges).
Heathiand and Serub____ |
% b

- Woodlands Heathland and scrub, 3% _
/s _

A
Chak haitats -  Hedgerows &Farmiand,

90% % Chalhabitats, 4% 2
83% U ncuing veres,

Meadows & Grassand ™
88% %

Wetlands & Water bodies,
71% 7%
_ Woodtands, 7%
64% Wetlands & Water bodies._ . Coastal & Marine
e Constl & Marine, 9%
74%
68% Hedgerows & Farmiand | Riverine (inc chalkstreams) Heatows S grestons ~Ahveris fncchaly
1% P 3% sueams), 15%

58%
28%

Please note: The figures shown in the charts above have been derived from analysing free text responses and are indicative rather than being exact.
9% For example, though both questions asked for a habitat, some of the answers provided were places in Sussex. Where a place is characterised by a specific
habitat type, that habitat was recorded (e.g. Shoreham beach = coastal, South Downs National Park = chalk habitats). Where a mix of habitats are found at a
place, none was recorded. Where multiple habitats were listed in a single free text answer, only the first habitat was recorded.

The two charts also differ in that the right-hand chart (habitats that respondents particularly think are at risk/would like to see recovered) includes ‘all’ and
“corridors’ due to a greater presence of these in answers.

7 www.SussexNatureRecovery.org.uk

dland (that is not and
with paths, the mud eliminates ground cover and
recruitment)
Mixed age woodland with healthy understory
Woodlands litter free

Reduce grey squirrel population - bring red squirrels into local woodland.
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Wider public engagement

* June webinar —recording views:

e East Sussex: 140
* West Sussex: 177

» Residents favourite places to enjoy nature - nearly 4k views — exploring
interest from tourism orgs to leverage this

e A focus on news, publications, newsletters and case studies.

wattors -

Sussex
Nature Recovery

very it further awry

ptifil place 10 walk 8 urwind

Sussex Wildlife Trust
> »l 0 0077502 SRS
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Sussex Wildlife Trust - Wilder Ouse project

@ rd films

989 views 3 weeks ago

West Sussex LNRS webinar, 11th June 2024
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Promotion of tools and competitio
Needs your help to get the message out
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Social media assets to be

shared this week

I Filters Selection

Project Type

Site-Specific v

Project Status

Choose one or more...

Lead Organisation

Choose one or more...

Type of nature recovery action

Choose one or more...

Type of habitat created, restored or managed

&Y
Che . . \
c0se one ormore Birds are important, and so are the bees.
Nature based solutions delivered/planned
ch q
©0se one ormore They pollinate the flowers
and help new ones grow.
Please be careful when you start to mow!

Without them, there’s no you or me!
Birds are important, and so are the bees.

Without these creatures,
nobody breathes.

They're all part of nature, along with the trees.

Don't pick the flowers and dont swat that bee.

Youth person’s creative prize draw

www.sussexnaturerecovery.org.uk
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Farmers and landowners engagement —

Membership bod
Farmer cluster meetings Individual farmers Large estates
group events

v" Upper Adur Farmers Group

and Adur Landscape
Recovery farmers 20 June

South Downs Farmer Cluster,

27t June

Arun to Adur Farmer Cluster,

4t July

Manhood Farmers & Three
Harbours, 11t July

Middle & Upper Ouse
clusters, 17t Sept (TBC)

Pevensey Levels, 15t Oct (TBC)

CLA Stand (South Of England
Show)

NFU Senior regional advisors,

23" May (Another date TBC
for Oct)

Savills senior advisors, 11t
July 11,

Nature Friendly Farming
Network — East Sussex, 10t
Sept West Sussex, date TBC

Golf Courses — considering a
regional event and utilising
contacts from Weald to
Waves

Ploughing matches -

Attending some to spread the

word

Open-to-all Farmer

Workshops (1 x East Sussex, 1

for West Sussex, with more if
demand is there - Autumn)
TO BE PLANNED

CLM have contacted:

Knepp
Goodwood
Glynbourne
Iford
Norfolk

Liaising separately with:

Barlavington
Gravettye Estate
Chalk

Individual visits

Kew/Wakehurst
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Proposition for clusters - How

to be presented?

.'“7 et - Example cluster
: : (map from
- FarmerCluster.com) .

B
~ Cowfold )

Twine
Henfield
Example high level U~

mapping of cluster
(illustrative only!) '

Potential to:

Map the cluster area at a high level.

Share any agreed cluster objectives concerned
with the creation or restoration of habitats, or
that support species recovery.

If individual farmers want us to take note of
specific actions they have carried out, or are
planning to carry out, we can do so.

Can capture any other opportunities for nature’s
recovery.

Hear your thoughts on the habitats and species
you think should be a priority.

www.SussexNatureRecovery.org.uk e





What's coming out of the cluste

Cynicism and concern remains...
» About process and its intentions, particularly re designations, timeframes, overpromising
» Lack of a clear link between LNRS and ELMS/other funding sources

 APIB map is a strong area of concern - believe it presents an untrue and damaging picture to the public...

But, many of whom we’ve spoken to want to be involved.

» A key driver for participation is recognition through the LNRS for what clusters are already doing for nature

» Have offered to provide their own more detailed mapping (potentially for a fee!)

» Keen to work with us on how we present the work of the cluster to the public
* Want to be seen as proactive, forward thinking, innovative
« Want to understand how we will present rotations in the maps and document

» Also want to understand how the LNRS fits with a wider integrated approach to food and nature, cover key
issues such as missing infrastructure (local abattoirs, local markets etc.)

1 www.sussexnaturerecovery.org.uk e





Next steps

* Progressing the events we have in the diary

e Planning open-to-all landowner workshops
* Find right time and right location

* Work on the offer for them - help them understand what’s special
about what'’s in their area

* A more comprehensive understanding of mapping!

 Still a gap. As we're asking people for the actions they're taking,
really need the detailed level we’re mapping at.
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Any Questions?

Sussex
Nature
Recovery
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