Sussex LNRS Working Group
Meeting Notes
Monday 15 July 2024, 11:00 to 13:00
	Present
	Apologies

	Kate Cole (KC), ESCC
	Lucy Charman (LC), CLA

	Don Baker (DB), WSCC
	Jessica Vagg (JV), CHC

	Julie Middleton (JM), SxNP
	Richard Austin (RA), CHC

	Clara Lehmann (CL), ESCC
	Peter Taylor (PT), EA

	Claire Kerr (CK), SDNPA
	Jennifer Hollingum (JH), MSDC

	Laura Brook (LB), SWT
	Libby Drew (LD), Knepp

	Sarah Brotherton (SB), High Weald NL
	

	Lyndsey Neale (LN), NE
	

	Elizabeth Brigden (EB), CBC
	

	Holly Harrison (HH), RDC
	

	Suzie Robson (SR), CJH Farm Advice/SE FWAG
	

	Diana Alcroft (DA), WayForward
	

	Rebecca Fry (RF), HDC
	

	Coral Brigden (CB), WSCC
	

	Kim Dawson (KD), BHCC
	

	Grace Olsson (GO), NE
	

	William Maiden (WM), FC
	

	Tilly, CLM
	


Meeting recording available here.
1. Welcome, Introductions and Apologies
KC welcomed everyone to the meeting. KC to Chair.

2. Minutes and matters arising
Minutes accepted and no matters arising.  All actions from last meeting are completed/ongoing.

3. General Update
Defra:- no update.
Budget:-
a. The next POs for the 2024/25 Burdens monies have been released.
b. Currently available budget remains sufficient to deliver project plan.
c. The latest commission being processed is a contract with SxBRC for the mapping work required to support the description piece and later steps.
Project:-
a. Overall progress is good – remain on track to deliver a pre-consultation draft to the SAG by year end but likely to delay until after Christmas due to the holidays. Caveats remain.
b. LNRS STEP 1&3: MAP APIB, DESCRIPTION & OPPORTUNITIES
i. APIB is complete (ish). Taken offline due to licensing issues with the tree data but will be back online soon.
ii. Description & Opportunities chapter: development continues and aiming for a completion in the next few weeks and submission to the TRP.
iii. Trends and pressures piece being reviewed and updated.
c. LNRS STEP 4 PRIORITIES & MEASURES
i. The plans and strategies piece is completed: alongside the engagement activities, this has given a long list of priorities. Using the criteria, have had a go at short listing these priorities.
ii. Engagement/publicity
1. Public survey is now closed. 1830 responses in total. Summary document has been circulated.
2. Launched a prize draw for young people to show what nature means. Responses are on the website.
3. Continuing onsite workshops with farmers and land managers through early July and September.
4. Sussex Bay hosted a launch event on 13th June which was a good opportunity to form new contacts.
5. Interim components of the LNRS have been posted on the website.
6. There will be a public consultation on the LNRS in early 2025.
iii. Project Mapping tool:
1. Aim: Collate projects underway for nature recovery
2. Status: Launched and being used 3. https://sussexnaturerecovery.org.uk/add-your-actions-for-nature-to-our-map
3. Future proofing: The tool will facilitate on-going monitoring of the LNRSs.
iv. Species: on agenda.
Next steps:-
1. Completing the description chapter.
2. Continuing to progress LNRS Step 4 priorities and measures by
a. Continuing with engagement of landowners, the public, youth, developers & businesses sectors.
b. Short listing existing priorities.
c. Short listing species lists.
d. Measures and mapping.

4. Update on Stakeholder Engagement (Di Alcroft, WayForward)


Other meeting updates:
1) Savills:- representing land owners. Positive meeting. 10/15 people, with strong forestry representation.
2) Wakehurst:- interested in applying their scientific knowledge to understanding the natural capital benefits on their estate. Wakehurst estate is a microcosm of habitats within Sussex. Keen to connect science to policy, such as LNRS, and health and wellbeing.
3) Cuckmere and Pevensey Levels Catchment Partnership:- connecting with people on the ground.

Discussion
Need to keep in mind that LNRS should start from a place where people are doing a lot already. For example, understanding farmers’ work for nature recovery. However, it is hard to collate all of that information. Therefore, will need to think beyond the LNRS and understand how to connect and maintain relationships, such as with the farming community.
Following on from elections, the attitude from Defra has changed. They would like to be more transparent and work more collaboratively.

5. Priorities (JM)
Discussion
Regarding water neutrality, it will be flagged in the pressures piece. The LNRS can’t tackle the pressure of water abstraction. All it can propose is where habitat creation/restoration of natural functions can occur. It won’t be possible to capture everything in the priorities and measures so will need to figure out how to weave in the other issues into the narrative.
May need to think about extracting/separating the use of protecting, restoring and resilience since different audiences will be focusing on different elements.
There is a piece of work to do in clarifying the perception that if something is designated, it is safe. This will be picked up in the description chapter. The LNRS can talk about condition in the context of LWSs. The LNRS can also influence other protected sites such as SSSIs from beyond the boundaries. 
Key point to keep in mind is the use of terminology. In particular, the term protect is filled with connotations, so it is best to steer clear of its use. Suggestions to replace protect include: mitigate; avoidance of loss. The latter is used in planning. The NE deputy director is fairly happy with the use of ‘avoidance of loss’, as long as the term is used appropriately – for example, what would the associated measure be? Avoidance of loss heads towards the idea of site protection so need to be careful. Furthermore, need to be careful as to how protection is applied. For example, scrub and rotational farming undergoes a natural cycle of loss and regeneration. This may be a useful topic of discussion in regional LNRS meetings to ensure consistency of wording.
LNRS fundamentally not about protection but restoration/improvement. Furthermore, the LNRS won’t be able to address everything. The gap around guidance with planning is problematic since the way forward to address the above issue is unclear at the moment.
Example broad statement: the LNRS was produced with the assumption that site protection is covered by other mechanisms.

6. Update on species work (KC)
Full long list has been collated by Bob Foreman, with approximately 1200 species per LNRS area. Through the collation process, there are now fewer gaps than before.
County recorders and CBR have been contacted with the following queries:
· Are they happy to get involved?
· Can they help to fill in any gaps?
· Can they help with shortlisting?
· Could they have a think about getting species into assemblages?
Hoping to have short list of species completed by September but currently it is the busy survey period so it depends on available time.

7. Next steps (Chair)
List of actions:
1) ALL to feedback on slides and audited spreadsheet from priorities piece.
2) LN/GO to explore the use of ‘avoidance of loss’ in place of ‘protection’.
3) LN/GO to do some benchmarking on priorities for nature-based solutions.
4) KC/JM/DB to finish a first iterative version of the description piece within the next few weeks.
5) KC/JM/DB to set a date with the Technical Review Panel.
6) DA to set up dates for farmer engagement activities.

8. AOB
There is an issue arising at The Mens regarding ammonia. Atmospheric pollution is the main problem. NE have flagged that one way of helping to solve this issue is the recovery of slurry pits.
Catch up with an academic at University of Sussex who is in the Law, Policy and Sociology department. She would like to understand more about LNRSs and may have access to research funding to help understand how it could be monitored in the future. Would like to attend SAG and WG meetings going forward.
DONM 16th September 2024, 11:00-13:00.
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Engagement Plan Update
LNRS Working Group
15th July 2024
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Where are we in the process?


2 Publication!


Public Consultation 


Mapping Areas that Could become of 
Importance for Biodiversity


Identify potential measures 


Shortlisting the priorities 


Gathering a longlist of priorities 


Description: Collating pressures, threat, 
challenges, opportunities 


Mapping Areas of Importance for Biodiversity ü Published


ü Published Pressures & Trends report


• In progress. Aim to finish by July


• Summer 2025


• Early 2025


• Initial draft to be completed by end July


• Autumn/Winter


• Autumn







Where are we in the process?


3 Publication!


Public Consultation 


Mapping Areas that Could become of 
Importance for Biodiversity


Identify potential measures 


Shortlisting the priorities 


Gathering a longlist of priorities 


Description: collating pressures, threat, 
challenges, opportunities 


Mapping Areas of Importance for Biodiversity


We are here


ü Published (but now being reviewed)


ü Published Pressures & Trends report


ü Long list gathered


• Summer 2025


• Early 2025


• Initial draft to be completed by end July


• Autumn/Winter


• Autumn







Initial shortlisting workshop:  8th July
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Informing shortlisting: Wider public priorities 
Combining qual & quant data from 1,834 survey responses
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• June webinar – recording views:
• East Sussex: 140
• West Sussex: 177


• Residents favourite places to enjoy nature - nearly 4k views – exploring 
interest from tourism orgs to leverage this


• A focus on news, publications, newsletters and case studies.


Wider public engagement
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Promotion of tools and competitions 
Needs your help to get the message out
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Voluntary map your actions for nature tool Youth person’s creative prize draw


Social media assets to be 
shared this week 







Farmers and landowners engagement – in progress
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Farmer cluster meetings Membership body/ 
group events Individual farmers Large estates


ü Upper Adur Farmers Group 
and Adur Landscape 
Recovery farmers  20th June


ü South Downs Farmer Cluster, 
27th June


ü Arun to Adur Farmer Cluster, 
4th July


ü Manhood Farmers & Three 
Harbours, 11th July


• Middle & Upper Ouse 
clusters, 17th Sept (TBC)


• Pevensey Levels, 1st Oct (TBC)


ü CLA Stand (South Of England 
Show)


ü NFU Senior regional advisors, 
23rd May (Another date TBC 
for Oct)


ü Savills senior advisors, 11th 
July 11th. 


• Nature Friendly Farming 
Network –  East Sussex, 10th 
Sept West Sussex, date TBC


• Golf Courses – considering a 
regional event and utilising 
contacts from Weald to 
Waves


• Ploughing matches - 
Attending some to spread the 
word


• Open-to-all Farmer 
Workshops (1 x East Sussex, 1 
for West Sussex, with more if 
demand is there - Autumn) 
TO BE PLANNED


CLM have contacted: 
• Knepp
• Goodwood
• Glynbourne
• Iford
• Norfolk


Liaising separately with: 
• Barlavington
• Gravettye Estate 
• Chalk


Individual visits
• Kew/Wakehurst
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Arun to Adur Farmers 


Upper Adur Cluster & Adur Landscape Recovery







Potential to: 


• Map the cluster area at a high level.


• Share any agreed cluster objectives concerned 
with the creation or restoration of habitats, or 
that support species recovery.


• If individual farmers want us to take note of 
specific actions they have carried out, or are 
planning to carry out, we can do so.


• Can capture any other opportunities for nature’s 
recovery.


• Hear your thoughts on the habitats and species 
you think should be a priority. 


Proposition for clusters - How would you like 
to be presented?
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Example cluster 
(map from 


FarmerCluster.com)


Example high level 
mapping of cluster 
(illustrative only!)







Cynicism and concern remains…


• About process and its intentions, particularly re designations, timeframes, overpromising


• Lack of a clear link between LNRS and ELMS/other funding sources


• APIB map is a strong area of concern – believe it presents an untrue and damaging picture to the public…


But, many of whom we’ve spoken to want to be involved. 


• A key driver for participation is recognition through the LNRS for what clusters are already doing for nature


• Have offered to provide their own more detailed mapping (potentially for a fee!)


• Keen to work with us on how we present the work of the cluster to the public 
• Want to be seen as proactive, forward thinking, innovative
• Want to understand how we will present rotations in the maps and document 


• Also want to understand how the LNRS fits with a wider integrated approach to food and nature, cover key 
issues such as missing infrastructure (local abattoirs, local markets etc.)


What’s coming out of the cluster meetings
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• Progressing the events we have in the diary


• Planning open-to-all landowner workshops
• Find right time and right location 
• Work on the offer for them – help them understand what’s special 


about what’s in their area 


• A more comprehensive understanding of mapping!
• Still a gap. As we’re asking people for the actions they’re taking, 


really need the detailed level we’re mapping at. 


Next steps
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Any Questions?
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